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NORTH DOWNS WAY RAIL TRAIL No. 6

CHARING to

HOW TO GET THERE -

Parking: Parking, including
accessible parking, is available at
Charing, Lenham, Harrietsham, and
Hollingbourne stations.

Train: Nearest stations:
Charing, Lenham, Harrietsham,
Hollingbourne

National Rail Enquiries:
www.nationalrail.co.uk

Traveline: www.traveline.info

HOLLINGBOURNE

9.7 MILES (15.6KM) ALLOW 3.5 to 4 HOURS
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Terrain

Views

Refreshments

Toilets

A 10 mile linear route
with 4 train stations
between Charing and
Hollingbourne on the
North Downs Way with
options to shorten the
route at Lenham or
Harrietsham. Follow the
ancient Pilgrims’ Way
towards Canterbury
on green lanes with
gentle slopes and good
surfaces for many users.
Views up to the scarp
of the North Downs and
across farmland on the
lower side. Passing
through typical Kent
villages with churches,
cottages and local
produce.

Charing Station
/llcaves.possible.growth
Hollingbourne Station

/lIreplied.electric.trespass

Following North Downs Way, mainly
wide green lanes and byways.
Some gentle climbs but largely flat.

Regular Views from North Downs on
either side. Lenham Memorial Cross.

Shops/pubs in Charing, Lenham,
Harrietsham and Hollingbourne.
Signal Box Community Cafe at
Hollingbourne Station.

Charing, Lenham, Harrietsham,
and Hollingbourne stations (not
accessible).Accessible toilets at
Lenham Community Centre.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION AND POINTS OF INTEREST

1.

ARCHBISHOP’S PALACE: The
Archbishop’s Palace in Charing,

is a scheduled monument. The
palace is an important heritage site
dating back to the eighth century,
and one of the earliest to be owned
by the See of Canterbury.

From The main car park at Charing
Station, turn left heading up Station
Road into the village. Cross the
A20 Ashford Road at the lights

and continue ahead up the High

St to The Hill. The Archbishop’s
Palace and church are on the right,
just off the High St.

Keep ahead on this straight road
climbing steadily uphill towards the
A252 Charing Hill. Turn slight left to
the safe crossing point and cross
the road, bearing right towards
Pilgrims Way.

Turn left uphill into Pilgrims’ Way
and left again at the top of the hill

to come onto the North Downs Way
and Pilgrims’ Cycle Route, heading
towards Lenham, Harrietsham, and
Hollingbourne. Follow this route

in largely a straight line passing
fields and crossing minor lanes

on the way.

After a short distance, pass a
reservoir and water treatment plant
and keep ahead on the main track.
This route is a byway throughout, so
keep an eye out for other users. With
the gallops of Charing Racecourse
below to the left and open farmland
above to the right, keep ahead.

At Hart Hill turn right uphill and then
left, crossing the road to rejoin the
main track running alongside a field
edge. Keep ahead passing Cobham
Farm to the left to Rayners Hill. For
Cherry Downs Orchard and Picnic
Site turn right uphill with the orchard
on the right. For Lenham keep ahead.

Keeping to the North Downs Way
cross Rayners Hill and pass a
row of houses and keep ahead
to Hubbards Hill.

With care, turn left downhill for a
short period, then cross the road to
the right to rejoin the North Downs
Way Byway at a horse stile/ barrier.
With the disused chalk pits above



to the right, keep ahead towards Lenham
Cross, passing the War Memorial on

the right with the village below to the

left. Passing another horse stile/ barrier
and passing houses to a junction at
Faversham Road.

CHERRY DOWNS ORCHARD: A small
new Morello cherry orchard, which
celebrates the heritage of Lenham and
the surrounding area. Reputedly, 20,000
Morello and wild cherry trees grew in the
area at the turn of the 20th century which
were used for the production of Grants
Morella Cherry Brandy at factories in
Lenham and Maidstone.

. For Lenham: turn left at the North Downs
Way gateway sign down Faversham
Road, carefully cross the A20 into the
main village and follow the High Street to
Station Approach Rd on the right.

For Harrietsham and Hollingbourne: keep
right on Faversham Rd, following the road
to the right and crossing the road onto the
North Downs Way on the bend, into fields.
Follow this track a short distance before

LENHAM CROSS: One of four chalk
monuments in Kent, the cross was
designed by local headteacher Mr
C.H. Groom, the headmaster of

the village school, as a First World
War memorial. It was created by
volunteers from the village and
unveiled in September 1922,

meeting Pilgrims’ Way and keep ahead on
the sealed surface towards Harrietsham.

Pass the Marley Works on the left and
come to the sculpture of Brother Percival
at Pilgrims Rest - a sculpture of a

monk snoozing on a bench, with a rest
area adjacent to the main track. Keep
ahead to Stede Hill, crossing carefully,
keeping ahead on the North Downs Way.
Follow the route for a short distance

to a bridleway on the left.

10. For Harrietsham: turn downhill on the

11

bridleway and follow this straight path
downhill, bearing right at the fenceline
to the station. For the village cross the
footbridge over the tracks and follow the
road into the village.

For Hollingbourne: keep ahead on the
North Downs Way through open farmland
on either side for some distance,
ignoring paths to the left and right.
Eventually, come onto a sealed surface
on the outskirts of Hollingbourne Village.

.Keep ahead, passing the cricket club

to the right to The Dirty Habit Pub at the
crossroads.

BROTHER PERCIVAL: The wooden
sculpture of Brother Percival, or Percy

as he is affectionately known, is the
perfect place for a photo opportunity.
The Pilgrims Rest bench on which

he sits was unveiled in 2007 and a
nearby information board shows how
Harrietsham may have looked in his time,
and the places he may have visited.

12.For Hollingbourne Station, turn left down

Upper Street, bearing left on a bend until
reaching All Saints Church. Bear right
down the lane to the church. Keep right
through the churchyard, through a gap
and into a field with a surfaced path.
Follow this path through fields to meet
the road next to the school.

13. At the wide gate at the end of this path,

bear right through the width restrictor
turning right heading downhill, away from
the village on Eythorne St. Pass under the

railway, then turn right up Station Approach.

Keep ahead on this lane to Hollingbourne
Station and the Signal Box Café.

Designed by Clarity Interpretation www.clarityinterpretation.com 07827 797327
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To Hollingbourne
and Harrietsham

nS.

et s of a6

-éadingcross o
Green "\ Oxley:
+~Wood

k)
<t
1

9238 2025 /1

= A:- S S I \
Sl Sl 1
B‘© Crown copyright Ordnance Survey 010001
i /. X L 1 il

% 4

Middleton

7 P
arm X5

- %%
Greatf\Pivington/ 2

D "
5
a
Q

Mount Castle
~ Farm o

‘,, WArkeet's Farnz

O
/ )4, 'Q‘ |

EQ

Ty
W

Quarries|

@ 1O

o,

4
< Palace Faj
Xichbishop's
ns

o ( remai
7 ."))




G ardeu

Farm

/ )
llingbourne
,Station

Broomﬁeld

."
2227y

.- 9,
" “Park Barn/
] %

CK IISNIANENiA
© Crown copynght Ordnance Survey 010001 9238 2025

% Oak Meadow .

Farm

Target

& Lower Deans
Cottage %

h%>
-

eReh
- Sea

Harrietshanyf

Che;

et emm——

Fairvie




	charing to holl text pages v5.pdf
	charing to holl map page east v2
	charing to holl map page west

