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RALS

A MINERAL IS A NATURALLY OCCURRING
SUBSTANCE.

IT IS INORGANIC, WHICH MEANS IT DOES NOT COME
FROM A LIVING THING.

A MINERAL HAS A DEFINITE CHEmICAL
COMPOSITION, ATOMIC STRUCTURE AND KNOWN
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS.

MINERALS ARE MOSTLY cOMPOUNDS (A
SUBSTANCE THAT CONSISTS OF TWO OR MORE
ELEMENTS).

ALTHOUVGH ELEMENTS SUCH AS COPPER AND
SILVER DO OCCUR AS MINERALS.

SOME ROCKS, E.G. GRANITES, CONSIST OF THREE
OR MORE DIFFERENT MINERALS, I.E. QUARTZ,
FELDSPARS AND MICAS.

MOST LIMESTONES ARE COMPOSED OF ONE
PREDOMINANT MINERAL, I.E. CALCITE.

AS WELL AS IN ROCKS AND THE EARTH, MINERALS
CAN BE FOUND IN FOOD AND DRINK.
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