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Quern stones

Lower Greensand
 

Glauconite
 
 

an iron potassium mineral of green
colour.

Made from marine animal deposits.

A major component of lower
greensand.

used as a pigment in paint for
artists called 'green earth'.

used as a source of potassium in
plant fertilizers and to 
adjust soil ph. 

bread is made from flour ground from wheat,
barley, rye or corn.

the grains need to be ground into flour, using an
apparatus or tool. 

quern stones, are used to grind grain into flour.

iron age rotary quern stones have been found at a
site on east wear bay in folkestone, thought to be
an iron age quern factory.

these stones were traded and have been found by
archaeologists across east kent and along the
thames valley.

the stones are made from local lower greensand
rock, collected from copt point, in the Folkestone
Warren.

The lower greensand properties are well suited to
grinding.

120 millions years ago, in the cretaceous period,
much of the landscape parts of Kent were covered in
warm shallow sea's, with golden sandy beaches and

islands.
 

The Lower Greensand is a type of sedimentary rock
formed in these conditions.

 
composed of sand particles that have been eroded

from the land and washed out to a beach, where they
are subjected to strong tidal currents,

demonstrated in the structure of The rock. 
 

fossil evidence in the rock tells us about the
conditions for wildlife at this time.

 
dinosaur footprints, Ammonites, oysters, sea urchins,
reptiles and animal burrows can be seen fossilised in

the lower greensand rock.

kentdowns.org.uk/geopark


