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YOU WILL NEED:

COSMICOMICS

pen/paper 
Access to Library or
internet
copy of 'cosmicomics' or
access to PDF

independent
scientific/historical research
engage with the writing of
italo calvino
creative writing exercise

1.

2.

3.

The ground beneath our feet is
full of geological, biological and

cultural stories.
 if only it could speak to us and

tell the stories it holds...



Stories to tell

in cosmicomics, a collection of short
stories written by the italian writer
italo calvino, each fictional story
begins with a scientific hypothesis,

which acts as a jumping off point for
the narrative of the story. 

read either 'The Distance of the Moon',
'all at one point' or another short

story from this collection, and enter
into the fantasy universe of calvino. 

the narrator is usually a person
called 'Qfwfq', telling stories from

several perspectives, including a
planet and a mollusc. 

  

Difficulty

Duration

medium

2 Hour +

Activity
inspired by the writing of italo calvino,

re-tell a story of the cross-channel
geopark, from a new perspective in a piece

of fictional writing.



Choose a scientific topic and/or historical
event and research it, to incorporate

knowledge into your writing. 



Perhaps you will tell the story of the
chalk land-bridge and the mega-flood
event, or of a grain of sand in the tidal

currents of the cretaceous period, or of
a butterfly through its life cycle and it's

close relationship with ants...

https://irenebrination.typepad.com/files/calvino-italo-cosmicomics.pdf

