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Viticulture: Tests and Trials Draft Proposed Actions February
2021 Workshops

The ‘Environmental Land Management’ Test and Trial for viticulture is centred on the protected
landscapes of the Kent Downs, Surrey Hills and South Downs. These two workshops examined
updated proposed draft actions that can be delivered by vineyards and that will provide public
good as defined by Defra.

Best practice recommendations drawn from all the research, workshops and farmer/grower
consultations were used to create a set of proposed draft actions appropriate for viticulture to be
delivered in schemes that reward farmers for environmental benefits. These schemes were once
known as the Environmental Land Management scheme.

These recommendations were presented to growers during a second round of workshops held in
November/December, where feedback was used to refine the recommendations. Further
workshops were then held in February 2021 that were attended by growers, industry
representatives and other stakeholders at the February workshops. These workshops were
attended by 38 people from the three protected landscapes. 13 represented the industry and the
remainder were growers. The participants were given a copy of the proposed draft actions and
asked to comment on each of the 13 actions seen below:

Environmental Land Management Test and Trial -

Viticulture Draft Actions

i : L,
(e muggested Additional detail Outcomes Link to reSearch  public GliIes
category) recommendations
1. yardLand iis that Land Plans for vineyards will be co-developed 1. More vineyards working See 3a (p20) ‘Whilst not deliversd by
Management Plan between growers and suitably qualified bodies (ether individuals such as towards best practice and This includes the Flan alone, its
gists and ag ists OF organk such as FWAG and Protected Public Goods, TG design and
Landscape Authorities where vineyards are within protected landscapes). s o for - Zrmcay _submutm
:”“""’:’r’:m“ The Land Managsment Pian for the vineyard will consider and balance o matter what their size,  fhinks adout enhancing m:::m:—“
g vineyard g neds with opp for to work With an expent character but also =
Local Nature services and enhancements and will be designed and implemented for a who can give advice on removes detractors.’ + Clean and plentiful
Recovery minimum period of § years but with opportunities for reviews during that period improving environmental 181 (p12) - Haaithy water
(compatitive) and annual Vineyard Surveys. A review and engagement (with the outcomes (training and
aforementicned Bedy or process) structure will allew for changes 1o the vineyard suppon). R . m plants and
{#.g. additional planting, different viticuliure practices, enviranmental A @ O 3ai (p19) “nspiralion: -
challenges) to be accommodated into plans in a flexible way. Annual surveys undarstanding Delivered through e al
will heetlme su:casa; of E.L.M.5 interventions and impacts, L.e. away from the e al and besuty, landscape hazards
GRS |andscape authorites and mm M9 pigaton of and
Specific geographies, boundanes and physical limitations of the Plan {and land managers. adaptation 1o

engagement”
4. Awineyard business fully
integrated with E.L.M. and
delivering a sustainable
produet.

associated vineyard) will be determined as part of developing the plan. chmate change
+ Beauty, hertage

and engagement

However, the plan will cover bath cultivated and uncultivated areas. The
subsequent actions el out in a Land Management Plan will form the basis of an
E.LM. funding application. It is Mkely that Land Management Plans will be a
compulsory element of the E.L.M. process.

& Kent O Landscapes [FARMING FOR VINESCAPES
\ D T " THE NATION White Horse Ecolog,
. owns Sl Daes for life ite Horse Ecology
Ausa of Outstanding Matueal Beauty Nathons! Fark Authorliy ¥ L4
Action (and Additional detail Outcomes Link to research and Public Good
suggested
category)
2. Farm Cluster Vineyard Managers and Workers join a defined 1. Stronger potential of Barriers to Adoption (p28) Shared actions
Group {geog_qxlcally or by production method, e.g. achieving best practice and r—— DA developed through the
arganic producers) cluster of ather Vineyard delivering Public Goods. withir amy Emvh k! chuster will deliver one o
Managers, Weorkers, Ecologists, Advisory 2 g e — o mare of.
Sustainable Famming  groups, Landowners, Corporations efc te i technical - . Wro = Clean air
Incenth rt them through best practice knowled, 3. Mature connectivity through g
snive Euppeart hem frough best practice =ca= e Ly i research, plan, implement and + Clean and plentiful
exchange. an area.
Local Mature maintain new areas of ecological water
Recovery The Clusters could target ELM. funding for co- 4. Joint activities reducing restoration and enhanced + Theiving plants and
ordinated local activities such as Nature duplication of efforts and  provizioning, regulsting and wildife
Recovery programs or educational access. adminisiration. supparting ecosyslems sernvices

- Protection from

i adcition, this support could environmental hazards

The Clusters could be new or formed as partef 5. OF particular benefit 1o e T

wxisting groups such as the Famn Clusters in the smaller and less gt e + Mitigation of and
SDNP, the Surrey Hills Cluster, Kent Wikdife, or established vineyards. o adaptation to cimate
initiatives such as SWGE.

. Trained land managers change
This could be & mechanism for training + Beauty, heritage and
engagement




Action
(and suggested
category)

1, Participate in on
site research into
activities that may
deriy te

Additional detail

There is & lack of scientific research and innovation that vineyards
can rely on with regards specifically to enhancing Matures
Services and Public Goods in UK Vineyards. Questions raised

services ! Public
Goods

Sustainable Faming
Incentive Component

Le<al Mature
Recovery

The Innavation
Rasearch and
Davelopmant
Scheme (details to be
anncunced in
Cctober 2021) may
be & funding
mechanism for this

through which would reguire research, inchude:

= Which native ineectary plants would work well in a specific UK
wineyard environment?

How productivity can ba maintained or increased using
Integrated Fest Management?

= What effect natural Pest Predators could have on the wider
environment if encowraged in UK vineyards?

= What ara the future climate change impacts going to be and
how do we increase our resilience?

= What are the appropriate wildflower mines for a spacific UK
wingyard envinenmen?

= What is the most effective frost protection technology?

To help address this knowlsdge gap E.L.M. could reward growers
for panticipation in professional research and trisks that Use their
vineyard space and risk their crop quality and quantity,

Link to research and
Outcomes - Public Good
recommendations HBte
1. Agreater 12 (p12) - Healthy Research (depanding
understanding of new  acosystems on the subject matter
and emarging 5 e and valus) could
viticultural best 381 {p19) "Inspiration; deliver any or all of:

practice and a Mkely
incriased uptake in
activities that result in

Public Goods. engage

Delivered through beauty,
landscape enhancements
and egportunity for

Clean air

Clean and plentiful
water

Theiving péants and
wildlife

Protection from
enviranmaental
hazards

Mitigation of and
adaptation to
climate change

= Beauty, heritage
and engagement

Action Additional detail Out I.:twr::::chm
{and suggested
category)
4, Capital grants to Payments made o support, amongst other things, 1. Improved 2all (p1%)
:Mzul the of. productivity. f— o e .
Ll = ‘ineyard equipment {tractors, ATVE, frost 2. Reduced carbon Installing charging points
To support vineyand protection, weather sensors etc) powered by footprint. for electric vehicles
activities and facilitale renewable enengy. including visitors’ vehicles,
N 3. Reduced use of i
) B G Remote sensing technology to map, moniter and pesticides. N T
redating to: renewable energy powered
delermine areas for largeted pesticide or sther L e el vineyard equi =
Sustainable Famning management inerventions such as frost . et Jmmn;: P
Incentive protection or nutrent additions. (Periculany ] - -

Local Mature Recovery

The Faming Investment
Fund is also Mkealy 1o be
a source of funding for
viticulture and maybe
the preferred
rchanism for all
capital funding.

W

Kent
Downs

Action

(and suggested
category)

5, Soil regeneration

Sustainable Faming
Incantive

Local Mature recovery

h g and storage
for vineyard, winery and related use.

- Gompost andior grape marc siorage/holding
tanks and any required associated bunding.

Applications where machinery will be shared
between vineyards will be looked upon more
favourably where this can be identified as partof 8
famn cluster,

Additional detail

Soil managemant is a critical and commeon practice in UK 1,
vineyards. Soil is the medium through which water and
nutnents ‘feed’ the vine via reot systems. Howewer, soll

health in vineyards can remain low and its potential as a

carbon sink often remains wntapped. Fayments can be 2
made 1o reward the regeneration of soils and their
increased carbon sequestration. 3

The actions that will be paid for will be dictated by
maasures that ane available to all through the Sustainable
Famming Incentive. Defra press releases and
documentation suggest strongly that soil regeneration
actions will be available and the reasan for adding them
hiere is to emphasise the importance of these and that
they should form part of the package of measures that are
avallable for viticulturalists.

It ey B that these actions are covered slsswhere in this
package of actions. {e.g. ground cover and restoration of
species-nch grassland.

in NVZs).

Link to research

Public Good

Capital good could deliver one or
more of:

Clean air

Clean and plentiful waler
Thriving plants and wildlife
Protection from environmental
hagards

Mitigation of and adaptation to
climate change

= Beauty, heritage and
engagement

and

Outcomes recommendati Fublic Good
Reinoval of 28i{p18) + Clean and plantifl
accumuilated sail . water
condaminants. “Sail regeneration. Adopling and

implementing practices that provide + Thriving plants and
Improved carbon  blecontral and bladiversify-based wildlife
ration. scosystern services and that also
s ass;:nregemmg vineyard o FEEmien
Improved water X - eRvirenmental
soils, This includes
Infitration and e hazards |fooding)
reduced runcff phytoramediation
= Chmate change
mitigation and
2a il (p20) adaptation
“Sequeatration; Through
permanent ground cover,
evergreen shrubs and frees, and
mulching af prunings (rather than
burning).*




Action Additional detail

(and suggested

category)

6. Ground Cover By encouraging permanent ground cover within vineyards it s possitie 1o both 1.
imprave seils and increase biodiversity, This will alse help neduce the amaunt of
pesticides that need to be applied by creating conditions that promote strong,

‘Sustainable healthy wine growth and the development of a functioning ecosystem where 2

Farming Incentive predatery insects can thrive and reduce the need for applying chemicals.

Local Mature Thie action would encourage: 3

Recovery + Reduction in tilage

+ Sowing and drilling insectary plants and plants benefcial to soil health
= The regeneration and long-lerm management of species-fich native

grasslands will be dealt with in a separate action. 4
This action will incentiviss:
+ Planting vines withaut cultivating the entire field where the area 1o be planted
is parmanent grassland. This will net sggly te cullivating vineyards on arable
areas. This is an attempd 1o avold losing high-guality grassland and long-
developed soil profiles during the establishment of vineyards.
Maintaining ground cover without cultivating across the entine vineyard (lowest
level of payrnent with no requirement o plant specific species but aveiding
cultfvating between plants on rows) 6.
Sewing or drilling non-native ingeciary plants Between rows and on headlands
{higher level of payment) as identfied in the land management plan.
Sowing or driling native insectary plants between rows and on headlands
[highest leve| of payment) as in the land g plan.

Link to research and

Do recommendations
Reduction in 1a (pi2)
b slicide
:Pplltaﬂnns_ R e o
to pas! management which
. Increased includes the use of
biodiversity biocontrol, cuitural, and
tarpated chemical
el [y
WalBIcourses. A e s
populalions below damaging
Disease profiing  levels.”
. Increase in 18 {p12)
numbers of “Establishment of locally
mE-IDE adapted nafive insectary
5::::‘1“ plants (in prefarence to
L e introduced / non-native
species) in and around
Increase in wineyards in strategic
numbar of locations fo provide habitat
pollinater species.  for predatory species that
confribufe fo the biocaentrol of
aconarmically damaging
insect pasts,”

Public Good

Clean and
PlEnt water

= Thriving plants

and wildife
Protection from
envircnmental
hazards

Beauty,
heritags and
engagement
with the:
BAVIFONIent

suggested

7. Restoration
and
management
of species-rich
grass sward

Local Nature
Recovery

Landscape
Recovery

Additional detail

‘Where vineyards are on soils that have the potential to provide species rich grassland
betwesn rows and on headlands, payments can be made to regenerate the native flora
and fauna, This can have Benefits for biadiversity on sita but can also halp o crests &
functional network of grassland sites within priorly areas.

Restoration can happen sither By
+ Alowing the grass sward to regenerate by g sultatle = 2

‘that encourage flowenng plants (this can be efther relaxing mowing between Apnl and

August to allow flowening and setting seed or by grazing the vineyard at strategic times
of the year but exchuding April to August). Inputs of fertiliser will be minmised or

eliminated entirely. If @ mowing regime is implemented then arisings must be removed.

- By mowing hard, scarfying the soil and adding a species-nich meadow mix appropnate
to the soils and geology. Mowing must be maintsined initially 1o allow the seed to
germinate but management will be as per item 1.

Management of established species-rich grass sward, Establish an agreed management
regime which may inchude (as detailed in the regenesation of species-rich grassland):

+ Appropriate grazing regime
» Mowing regime that p

rich sward, including remeval of anisings

M.B. These establishment techniques have been part of Higher Level Stewardship and
Countryside Stewardship for many years. This is simply epplying the same principles io
vineyards. Once a high-quality grass sward has been established, the management of
species-rich grass sward is the natural follow on.

out Link to research
and
recommendations
1. Increase in native b (p15)
flora and fauna on- . o
st Inchding the ool versitbioconto
by I: Incorporation of 8
potential to include X
locally andior diversify of native
n insectary plants fa
I'Ir:am! apacies, provide functional
2 " biodiversity benefits

2. The potential o
connect or axtend

throughout the entire
year. These plants

existing habitats. include ground cover
3. Improved carbon fgraases, m‘.’ and
sequestration whaen ;Tn:r:hmgm
compared to many e
cither land Species.
managamant
technigues.
4. Increased
predatory insect
populations,

5. Reduced run off

B

Public Good

Thriwing plants
and wildife

Mitigation of and
adaptation 1o
chmati change

Beauty, hentage
and engagement
with the:
environment

Clean and
plentful water

Action o Link to research and
Additional detail Qutcomes e s Public Good
(and suggested
B, Establishrment and Where vineyards would benefit from or already 1. Increase in inseclivorous ki (p15) + Bwauty, hefage
maintenance of native  have tree windbreaks, hedges (intermal or birds and predatory insecis.  “Siodiversifybiacantnol and engagement
species windbreaks, boundary hedges), or areas of woodland that 2 I T Incorporation of 8 diversity of with the
trees and hedgerows  provide biodiversity, inspirational and/or cultural . - native insectary plants fo environment
henitage valees, pollination, carbon sequestration, ! . provide functional biodiversity + Theiving plants and
erosion reduction, sofl fonmation, nutrient cycling 3. Increase in vineyard Dbenefis throughau! the enfine wikilife
Sustpinable Faming and wildlife corridars payments can be made for, biodiversity yaar, These plants include . .
Incantiv wnd cover , farb,
Sne The establishment and management of trees, 4. Craste habitats for nature ﬁmm 'Wf: = m; - Miigation ofand
Local Mature Recovery ;II:IDII::M and ﬂ%ﬂ:rzzml:: :ﬁ;::l recovery shrub andm;: - adaptation to
. Including replac chmate change
T R i i b T 5. Can craate wildlife corridors 2aill (p20)
The opportunity 1o establish windbreaks, trees & ERTIEECDE ¥ ST 9
and hedges in and around the vineyard would be i SEaTi geto Cellg
- B y and conservation. evergreen shrubs and trees, and
identified as part of the LMP, in conjunction with AT T T T
viticulbural advice on need and placement. 7. Can contribute to vineyard Nl

Windbreaks should invelve cormidors fo encourage
piodiversity not only in the trees but a1 the base of
the windbreak. The tmber shoukd be used for
habitat piles for biodiversity.

performance by reducing
wind exposure.

than burning).*
1aiii (p13)

“Bilocantrol. incorporate the Lse

of nafive insectary shrubs and

frees that supporf populations of

insectivarous birds”



Action
(and suggested
category)

9. Biodiversity
features

Sustainable Faming
Incentive

Local Mature Recovery
‘Companent

(and suggested
category)

10. Interpretation

Local Mature Recowery

Action
{and suggested
category)

11. Permissive access

Local Mature Recowery

Installation of bird bowes, bat boxes, raptor perches to encourage both
increased biodrversity and predators of pest species. These measures
were specifically supparted By project research and should B the highest
priarity.

Bes! praclice around biodiversily features that might be appropriate Tor
vineyards might include the features below but there is not evidence bo
support whether these will have a positive or negative impact on vine and
fruit heaith and condition.

bestle banks

- habitat piles

regtile hibernacula

+ badger gaies

= ponds and other freshwaler habilals

- poliinator strips

= Areas of long grass and scruls

These features are well suited fo vineyards as they often have space where
these could be placed.

The thoice of features can be detemined during the creation of a Land
Managemaent Plan whene Both generic Teatures and those that suppen
wildife populations Known 1o be present lecally and 10 be pricrilies can be
integrated into vineyard managemsent.

Additional detail Qutcomes

Payrment for the creation of 1.
interpretation panels or other features
within the publicly accessible area of
the vinsyard telling:

Increased understanding of
the public Benefits of
ELM

L

Increased understanding of
the landscape and how
witiculture is becoming part
of that landscape

Batter understanding
locally about what the
vineyard contributes to
sustainability, biodiversity
and lecal landscape

How E.L.M. s being used to enhance
sustainability featwrss on the
vineyard

The story of biodiversity on the site 3
and how E.LM. is assisting in this

The story of the vineyard and wine
production (this should be secondary
1o the above)

character.
Would only be made avaiable to those
that sign up te permissive access.
Should be linked {0 enhancing public
access opportunities.
Additional detail

Create & new walking route in the vineyard or collaborate with a neighbour
1o create 8 waking reute round and between the two vineyards and
neighbouring famnland.

The Enhancing Access opportunities Testand Trial run by the Ken Downs
ACME Unit has looked in detall at payments for pemmissive access and has
recommended that permissive and enhanced access should be paid for
where there & a genuine public benefit. Access that E.LM. pays for should
wither creste a circular walking route, should address fragmentation issues
within the public access network or provide gaod quality access to Teatures
in the countryside. Vineyands are well placed to offer good qualiy access
as parking may be possible and thers may be an incentve to have people
visdting if on site sales are made,

The kind of access that could be paid for might inchede:

permissive footpath access

permissive open access

parmissive bridleway and cyeling routes

enhanced access fesiures including access fumiture that provides least
restrictive access (e.g. replacing stile with kissing gate or, in the case of
vineyards, removing access bamiers complstely

for paths that are well-used some basic surfacing options may be
avalable, Any capilal enhancements would be more Rely 1o be paid for
IFthey were on statulory access roules (1e. public rights of way)

More likely to recefve payment if collaborating with other vineyards or
neighiouring fams.

+

+

Qutcomes.

1. Increassd levels
bird and bat
spacies

2. Increased
Biodiversity in the
vineyand (which
may alsn assist
integrated pest
management but
niskds 1o ba
evidenced)

3. Additional habitat
1ypes - grealer
structural diversity
of vegetation

4. Reduced run-off

Link to research
and
recommendations

1aii (p13)

“Biocontrol:
incorporate the use of
species-specific
predator perches
andior nesting boxes
1o support popuiations
of predafory [inciuding
‘the endangered honay
buzzard and tawny
o) and insectivarous
birds.*

Taiv (pi4)

“Biogontral!
Incamporate bat boxes
fo suppiement natural
habitst and boost the
presence of bats in
and around
vineyards.”

Link to research and
recommendations
it/ b TenaTREcomme idations

3ai (p22)

“Ingpiration: Delivered through beauty,
landscape enhancements and opportunity for

engagemen!.”
out Link to research
and
recommendations
1. Increased routes for  3aiv [023)
local people 10 enjoy
i “An integrated
st approach thal bullds
2. Alessfragmented  on Recommendations
public access 14 2 fo targst
ngtwork. Interventions and

3. Enhanced accass
for thase with limited

mobility.

4. Public access to
haritage Teatures
and viewpoints.

=

and receive

payments for doing

&2,

Legitimise currenily
unpermitted access

enhancements of the
landscape (beauty),
heritage and pubiic
engagement.”

Inereased foatfall for
vineyards that have

Public Good

Thriving plants
and wikiife

= Beauty,
heritage and
engagement
with the
environment

+ Clean and
plentiful water

.

Mitigation of
and adaptation
‘to climate

change

Public Good

Beauty, heritage
and engagement
with the
environment

Public Good

+ Beauty
heritage and
engagemant
with the
envircnment




Action

Link to research and

Additional detail Qutcomes. . Public Good
recommendations

{and suggested

category)

12. Educational access Create educational opportunities for people of all ages and 1. Increased 3a v (p23) - Beauty heritage
backgrounds to keamn about famming, wine production and the opportunities for e TR and engagement
environmental benefits of ELL.M.5. These can be for both children pecple toleam about Lo wilh the:

Local Nature Recovery &% pan of school visits or other interested groups (e.g. batanical the countryside, Aeco rdationa 1 & anvironment
sunveyiguided walk session) sustainabiity issues e e
Activities for childran linked 1o the school curriculum. Ideally, and wine production. ) enhancements of
sample kesson plans created to assist vineyards to deliver 2. Broaden the the landscape (beaufy).

sesalons themsstves.

All sessions will be free to attend.

demographic tase of
peaople who get the

heritage and pubiic
engagement.”

opportunity to visit the
countryside and leam
about it.

Under plans being developed in anather test and irial, faciators
may be avallacle to help connect vineyards to peopde from groups
that are under-represented in the countryside.

3. An cpporiunity Tor
vineyards to connect
more fully with local
communities.

Action Link to research and

(and suggested Additional detail Outcomes recommendations Public Good

category)

13. Health and This action s similar to educational access but the ouicomes are 1. Increased 3a v (p23) + Beauty heritage

wellbaing activities driven by the health and wellbeing agenda rather than education. opportunities for el e and engagemeant
There has been a lot of work providing evidence that access to the E\?E?ﬁ?ﬁi‘:i:g:::: that builds on ::h i

Recommendations 1 &
2 1o target interventions
and enhancements af
the landscape (beauty),
heritage and public
engagement.”

ouidoors, parbculary green spaces, can have a measurable effect

autdoors and improved
on pecple's physical and mantal heaith, P

health and wellbeing
outcomes.

Local Mature Recovery

This action would pay for sessions that would benefit health and
wellbeing, These sessions could inchede:

=]

. Broaden the
demographic base of
pecple whe get the
appartunily to visit the

+ A mindfuiness walk

= A practical voluntesr session implementing some of the E.LM.

LIRS couniryside and leam
= A nature connectedness session for people with trauma about it.
= “Yoga 3. An opportunity for
wineyards to connect
more fully with local
communities,

Comments from the vineyards and the industry —

Industry workshop 11.2.21

General comments

The actions were generally well received. It was suggested that the actions seemed very similar
to the Sustainable Wines GB standards. However, it was stressed that the actions were taken
from research and discussions with growers. The most commonly asked question was what were
the intervention rates that were going to be paid.

Ensuring labour is available is a key issue for those who require it for harvest. Pick for Britain was
a disaster with 170 picking on the farm from Europe, three were from the UK and only one lasted
picking until the end of the season from the UK.



DEFRA have suggested that schemes are going to pay for good practice but not for what could
be described as normal business activity? It looks like there are payments for outcomes and
income forgone as in Countryside Stewardship.

Comments about specific actions

5. Regeneration of vineyard soils

Comment 1: Rescaype UK have been focusing on many of the proposed actions already but it is
only possible to do things above ground if below ground is healthy. Viticulture will have its own
areas of requirements, but everybody is going to be judged on the same soil quality baseline.
Present reporting of cross compliance is being adopted into the new Sustainable Farming
Incentive. You can get paid but DEFRASs problem is having a framework for reporting. A set
standard is needed and within the SFI there will be a soil management plan including the nutrient
management plan. Suggested that a nutrient management plan should replace the land
management plan. Productivity above ground is fully determined by soil health and depth. To
reach the soil health index this will be used to report to DEFRA. This is made up by a range for
good soil, retention of nutrients and pollution. Everything depends on the soil. We need to think
about how we are going to report the same framework of data to DEFRA and what is the final
information for our product of full soil heath and what kind of water we use on our farms. This will
be a factor for future payments.

Comment 2: Interesting to hear about the focus on soil and water health. Reducing water and
increasing soil benefits are important and there should be more distinction between what the
system is based on. There is an opportunity to deliver greater ecosystem services depending on
how vineyards are managed. We all want our farming systems to be running on the same system
towards regenerative farming.

6. Integrated pest management
One vineyard suggested that all vineyards need to undertake disease profiling — only spray when
needed and ensure the rate is correct and at the right time.

8. Establishment of native species windbreaks
Windbreaks should involve corridors to encourage biodiversity not only in the trees but at the base
of the windbreak. The timber should be used for habitat piles for biodiversity.

5. Regeneration of vineyard soils
Soil analysis should be undertaken. Low input red clover will break up clay soils.

6. Vineyard mulching

If the vineyard has disease, mulching is a barrier to eradicate the disease, so chopping and
composting the prunings is essential and that requires an area on the farm which is a dedicated
bunded area. This could be funded.

6. Ground cover

We need to find a solution not to strim by hand. Tractor mounted strimmers are available.
Pollinator seed mix plus tillage radishes and phacelia should be rotated every three years as a
suggestion to help enhance the health of the soil and biodiversity.



12. Educational access and permissive access

If we were to partake in education, and we do not have any facilities, this needs to be addressed.
We would need to sign access and have to think about heath and a safety when we have muddy
fields. There is also an opportunity to educate the community about heritage vine varieties.

13. Health and therapy activities
The local community came to pick the grapes in one vineyard and they were paid with wine. It
was a fantastic atmosphere. This would work for small vineyards and provide public benefit.

Summary of chat

Company 1:

We collect and assess a wide range of soil & water data to advise best use of our unique soil
flocculant, m-PAM, for reducing soil erosion and diffuse-pollution at source. In-house development
of a hybrid, GIS, Machine-Learning software for use by Landowner/managers and government, to
provide efficient Soil Management Planning and reporting (DEFRA-ELMs-SFI) by
landowner/managers.

Company 2:

| agree with the plan and think that results of different management actions will vary from site to
site, as influenced by soil type, climate, P&D pressure etc, so actions should be assessed in the
first place for ELMS.

Company 1:
We believe DEFRA is going to look at soil macro elements more and use the General soil health
Index as a minimum bar, anyone else know of this? How would one prove results?

Company 3:
Do you need to investigate what other fruit growers are looking for: apple, blackcurrant growers
etc. If all have similar aims in the way they farm, then DEFRA will treat them all as a group?

Company 2:
It was stated that a consultation currently for 'Row fruit growers’ It was confirmed a consultation
on Row Fruit was being undertaken.

Company 4:
| like the ideas of incorporating species rich grassland and other biodiversity gains within vineyards
rather than seeing them as mutually exclusive.

Company 2:
| couldn't agree more, but there needs to be a balanced approach that would not increase the risk

of Botrytis exponentially

Company 4:
| also like the idea of incorporating some of the capital items mike described in the scheme

Company 5:



Yes, so do |. For invertebrates, it's good to think about the whole life cycle rather than just the
flower resource.

Company 4:

I think we have suffered too much from the RPA/NE/Defra process wagging the outcome dog and
excluding certain farming systems from being able to engage. Can | ask about two potential areas
of conflict - Landscape and Historic Environment? We have found resistance to not only vineyards
but also broadacre regenerative agriculture from both of those.

Company 1.
Does anyone take NVZ/DWSZ into their planning as a specific item?

Company 3:
I have found that most biodiversity opportunities in a vineyard are found on headlands and
surrounding hedges. The vines with generally mown grass have limited habitat for wildlife. Also,
higher soil fertility levels maintained within the vineyard soils often prevent establishment of
wildflowers.

Company 2:

It is important to ensure good conditions for establishment of vines in the 1st year - ploughing is
the practical approach for a larger project (due to costs and practicality), to reduce weed pressure
and aid establishment.

Company 1:
Agree, the benefits are greater in the long term when viticulture replaces Arable. So ploughing is
the lesser of the two evils. Soil modelling is the key there.

Company 2:
| agree and ploughing is one action to affect soil at establishment, followed by years of vineyard
cropping, when growers can improve soil quality and C sequestration.

Company 1:

All Viticulture growers should prepare for Big Data integration and use. That will be the way we
plan and get very close to forecast reality on 5 - 10-year terms. It will also assist in planting
comparisons, like the form of companion planting of old but now with Sub data to relate, we can
get more accurate.

Company 5:
Great work so far! thanks

Company 1:
Thank you, very interesting meeting, learnt lots. Look forward to speaking with anyone in
Viticulture.



Viticulturist, farmer and land manager workshop 18.2.21

General Comments/questions
The actions are great, have any of these actions been costed?

Q: How will the outcomes be measured?
A: DEFRA were keen that we investigated how to measure the outputs. This has been very
because of a number of factors. Payment by result does not give growers certainty on payment.
Payment levels need to be worthwhile for growers. Our research has shown that it is appropriate
to make payment to the viticulture sector.

Several comments suggested that payment rates should be higher than existing BPS payments.
Is there are framework for how payments are going to be paid and what evidence is required.

The weighting of payment is going to be crucial; priority is to make sure our business is sustainable
and profitable. We shall be all in recovery mode the most important thing is we get the business
back on track. How are the payments going to be portioned out? We think the take up rate is
dependent on whether they think it is worthwhile.

Comments about specific actions

14. Organic conversion and management (AN ORGANIC ACTION HAD BEEN ADDED
BEFORE THIS WORKSHOP THOUGH NOT IN THE PRESENTATION SLIDES)

Organic and biodynamic can be very useful. Our vineyards which follow this method look better
than the neighbours. Will biodynamic be incorporated in the organic action? The planting of
different species such as peas etc. within rows is another method which is being used abroad to
mitigate the use of nitrogen. These different methods of management, which are organic or
biodynamic, both should be added to organic and biodynamic as actions. The species of insectary
plants need to be clarified.

3. Participate in on site research into activities that may derive Public Goods

As regards organic production. Nobody has any data on chemical residues in the product, could
this be added to the list in section 3, research to be undertaken. Wine is not like growing row fruit.
With vines you are producing a product which can be seen as anti-social so therefore showing
that there are no residues in the product can be potentially a public good. It is the technological
advances which are important.

10. Interpretation

Interpretation is good idea and the actions state that signage would only be available if you signed
up to permissive access. If you have a footpath going through your farm it should be available for
that as well. — THIS CHANGE HAS BEEN MADE TO RECOMMENDATIONS

11. Permissive access

We found that having the public on the land is good, but it does present staffing issues, therefore
having staff to help with events goes beyond having just educators. High levels of staffing are
required. Itis brilliant doing it, but it is hard work. Open days are good as well as seasonal events
such as LEAF open farm Sunday. You need to offer good finance for staff and other things like
loos etc.



Questions put to participants
Q: Given that grapes are a high value product, is ELM going to play and important part in your
farming or is it going to be a to smaller element?

A: | think that we have such a broad mix of people who own vineyards including those that have
other farming activities. For some it will be crucially important but for others less so.

A: Alarge vineyard in Kent suggested that they were in favour of most of the actions and did some
already. “I am very excited but payments are unlikely to be a huge percentage of the revenue at
the moment. We would be very happy to be part of this to promote sustainable practices.”

Q: How many would be interested in the scheme? A: Most raise their hands
Q: Would anybody not be interested. A: Nobody raised their hand

Summary of chat (18/02/2021) Viticulturalist, Farmers and Land Managers

Land manager 1: Organic and Biodynamic. Thanks Mike and Pippa, very interesting and exciting.
Land manager 2: Thanks for this...very useful!

Land manager 3: Thank you a great call.



