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. Historic Landscape Characterisation

Historic Landscape Characterisation describes landscape
character based on historical attributes surviving in the present
landscape. Kent was one of the first counties to prepare a historic
landscape character map on a county wide basis. The mapping is
intended to provide broad scale and overall assessment of historic
character.

The Kent Downs AONB is made up mainly of a ‘field pattern’
historic landscape type, covering approximately 63% of the area.
Whilst this historic landscape type is further defined into
subcategories, there is no predominant field type. Woodland
landscape types also feature heavily with some large tracts being
present in the east of the AONB. Also notable are the presence of
a large number of areas of parkland, indicating the importance of
the managed estates within the landscape.
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. Artistic, cultural and scientific importance

The landscape of the Kent Downs has been very influential on
many people, places and events of great artistic and cultural
importance. These include the ancient Pilgrim’s Way from
Winchester to Canterbury, paintings by Samuel Palmer in the
Darent Valley and the writing and paintings of Winston Churchill
at home in Chartwell. The Dover and Folkestone white cliffs and
coastline have left an indelible mark on British culture and
psyche, particularly through Shakespeare’s play King Lear,
Turner’s paintings, Matthew Arnold’s poem Dover Beach and Vera
Lynne’s famous wartime song.

Jane Austen frequently visited her brother at Godmersham Park,
and Charles Dickens had many connections with the Downs,
including the village of Cobham which featured in The Pickwick
Papers. Bishopsbourne was sometime home to novelist Joseph
Conrad, as was the village of Kingston to world renowned sculptor
Henry Moore between 1935 and 1940.

Charles Darwin’s family home, Down House, and surrounding
countryside in the western Kent Downs, is a proposed World
Heritage Site. It is recognised for its international significance as

HISTORIC AND

CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Photo:
Godmersham
Park



4

COMPONENTS OF
NATURAL BEAUTY

Photo:
sculptures
on the Chalk
and Channel
Way

Darwin’s home-base from which he developed his scientific
theories and the writing of On the Origin of Species by Means of
Natural Selection. The North Downs was the landscape laboratory
for Darwin’s theory on evolution by natural selection.

There is strong contemporary interpretation and artistic
celebration of the Kent Downs AONB. In Kings Wood Stour Valley
Arts are a long standing company which has commissioned artists
to make sculptures within the forest and also other kinds of
artworks. Artists who are particularly responsive to the history
and character of this working forest are invited to spend long
periods here. As a consequence of their close and sympathetic
involvement with the forest, they use natural materials found in
the immediate area, and engage with seasonal and growing
cycles. Work in Kings Wood includes commissioning sculpture,
photography performance and film, guided walks and creative
workshops for school and community groups, placements and
training. Along the National Cycle Route 2 a series of commissions
for Sustrans and local partners forms the Chalk and Channel Way,
from sculpture to poetry artists have been inspired by the
dramatic coastline between Folkestone and Dover.
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The Kent Downs landscape continues to be influential and
inspirational to contemporary artists and cultural life, and this
quality needs to be celebrated, linked to regeneration activities
and promoted more widely.

A detailed report of the history, culture and traditions of the Kent
Downs AONB was prepared to inform the Valley of Visions
Landscape Partnership Scheme (Kent Downs AONB March 2004).
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - MAIN ISSUES AND THREATS IDENTIFIED

a Lack of general understanding of historic influences on the
components of the landscape of the Kent Downs.

b The need to increase people’s understanding, engagement,
awareness of, and inspiration from, the historic, artistic, built and
cultural heritage, to encourage greater opportunities for the historic
heritage to inform contemporary decisions and place making.

c The need to develop the use of a holistic approach to the historic
environment, referring to the Historic Environment Record, to
inform research projects, development decisions and landscape
management.

d The need to conserve and protect the historic environment, both
above and below ground. Issues include the effect of deep
ploughing, the introduction of new (deep rooting) energy crops
and arable conversion on sites containing buried archaeological
remains and development affecting or in proximity to historic
buildings. Protection and conservation may take place in the
development control system or through schemes such as Higher
Level Stewardship.
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e There is a need to establish where the conservation of buried
archaeological remains and biodiversity (particularly
management and restoration of chalk downland) can be
managed in parallel to secure wider heritage conservation
objectives.

f Recognition and reinforcement of special character and the local
distinctiveness of settlements, farmsteads, buildings and design
in the Kent Downs landscape through the statutory planning
process as well as in Village Design Statements and
Conservation Area Appraisals.

g Dearth of skills and local sustainably sourced materials for
historic building conservation and new developments.

h Responses to climate change provides both risks (for instance
planting of deep rooted new crops on sites of buried
archaeology) and opportunities (sensitive adaptation of historic
buildings) for the historic environment.
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - AIMS

A landscape in which:

1 The principal components of the historic character of the Kent
Downs landscape, the field patterns, hedgerows, droveways,
woodlands and parklands are recognised, conserved and
enhanced.

2 The rich legacy of sites and features are conserved, positively
managed, understood and cherished by people who live, work
in and visit the AONB.

3 The economic and ‘quality of life” benefit of living and working
in an historically-rich, artistically and culturally inspiring
environment is recognised and supported.

4 New developments respect and reinforce the traditions of the
past, whilst integrating sustainable technologies and sensitive
new design.

5 The distinctive and historic pattern of settlement is protected
and maintained for its own sake and for the greater benefit it
brings to landscape quality, natural beauty and the quality of
life of those who live and work in the AONB.

6 The landscape context and setting of all historic buildings,
features and settlements is respected, conserved and
enhanced.

There is a strong ‘time depth’ to
the Kent Downs landscape which
adds to its distinctive, ancient feel
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7 Restoration, conversion and new build reflect local character in

form, scale and texture and will meet high environmental
standards, using sustainably sourced, locally derived materials
and skilled workers.

Responses to climate change will support and strengthen the
historic character of the Kent Downs

Communities are engaged and involved in the historic
environment of the Kent Downs through methods such as
conservation area management planning, village design, place
making and interpretation.

10The cultural influences of the past contribute to vibrant and

contemporary artistic interpretations and celebrations of the
landscape of the Kent Downs.
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - POLICIES

HCH1

HCH2

HCH3

HCH4

HCH5

The conservation and enhancement of the historic
character of the Kent Downs landscape will be supported
and pursued.

The protection, restoration and enhancement and
ongoing management of sites and features of historic
interest will be supported.

A wider understanding of how the Kent Downs landscape
has evolved and its historic character will be encouraged.

A wider understanding of cultural, scientific and artistic
inspiration from the Kent Downs landscape will be
supported in part to inform the interpretation and
management of the AONB.

Activities which respond to the economic potential of the
historic and cultural environment, for instance rural
tourism, and the reuse of buildings will be encouraged
where they also support the conservation and
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HCH6

HCH?7

HCHS8

HCH9

HCH10

enhancement of the landscape character and components
of natural beauty of the Kent Downs and resisted where
they conflict with them.

The particular historic and locally distinctive character of
rural settlements and buildings of the Kent Downs AONB
will be identified, maintained and strengthened. New
developments will be encouraged to use appropriate
design guidance and:

e demonstrate high quality in design which respects local
character and distinctiveness of the AONB,

e are complementary in form, setting, scale and use of
materials.

The provision and use of locally-derived materials for
construction, restoration and conversion work will be
encouraged where the source of material meets the
requirements of development control policies, is in
conformity with AONB Management Plan policies, and helps
to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB.

Activities to secure the conservation of areas of historic or
archaeological interest will be supported especially where
they also support permanent chalk downland and/or
other biodiversity rich habitats.

The preparation of best practice guidance for adapting the
historic and cultural environment to climate change will
be supported; adaptation and mitigation schemes will be
supported where they are also sensitive to the historic
landscape character and distinctiveness of the Kent
Downs.

Opportunities to develop contemporary artistic, cultural and
scientific interpretation and celebration of the landscape of
the Kent Downs will be supported and pursued.
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